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Help IsOn The Way!

Last month’s letter was a litany of obstructionsl abstacles towards a solution to the
liability crisis facing physicians nationwide and Arizona. While the situation has not
improved, and in fact this month we had carrierthdriaw from the Arizona market, help
is on the way. A national alliance of physiciaraled Doctors for Medical Liability
Reform is leading the charge for federal tort reforThis alliance is comprised of over
230,000 doctors who feel strongly that Congresst metsnow if accessibility to care is to
continue. Arizona has now joined their ranks arelwelcome all of you to come on
board (vww.protectpatientsnow.org/

The Arizona Medical Association has formed a corteriheaded by Dr. Joseph Hanss to
organize our state’s efforts and outline a plarefion. This committee will examine all
options and anyone interested in getting involvad call the ArMA office. | chair the
federal reform committee and continue to pursuer&daction. In March, Senator Jon
Kyl met with many of our new Society members anantehis voice to the growing
chorus for reform. That chorus includes both ouf.USenators and most of our
congressional delegation. The state reform ef$doeing chaired by Dr. George Deckey.
He sees the battle from the front lines as a surgaw physician in Yuma (home of
major insurance increases).

Towards this end, Senator Kyl welcomed to Arizona §bhn Thune, candidate for the
U.S. Senate challenging Senator Tom Daschle offSdakota. Senator Kyl pointed out
that probably only with a change in the Senate mpkean reform happen. Senator
Daschle has been the leader of the obstructioni$itsister of the tort reform bill. |
encourage your support of Mr. Thune who has anliextechance for victory moving
our efforts forward Www.JohnThune.cojn Physicians are busy people with little extra
time to get involved; however this year may beat#ht. What may seem like a small
financial outlay can add up to a big boost in a gaign.

We have published in this issue a page from thesitelbf Doctors for Medical Liability
Reform and urge you to review it. They may notingria bulldozer for removing
obstacles but together we can push forward.

See you next month.

Bryan R. Updegraff, M.D.
President



