Many Questions & Few Answers

My friends among you know that another piece of feating carpet recently attacked me,
unfortunately resulting in a distal femur fractu@rthopedic hardware now probably makes up
more than half of my body. I'm musing to myself abthe value of recycled titanium after | die.
| tell the readers my plight not to elicit sympatiyt to explain to you why | was able to stay at
home all day watching every minute of the HealtiheC3ummit and subsequent coverage. At
this time it is unknown if a comprehensive bill M\gb through a reconciliation process requiring
a simple majority, or if smaller incremental mea&suwill be put forth which both parties can
agree upon.

| learned from the Summit that both parties desineerage for chronically ill patients. How to
pay for this is where the parties diverge. Theipardisagree on the importance of liability
reform; however physicians at the Summit were adifn the critical nature of this issue. Both
parties applaud the healthcare system in Ameridatagir own Federal Congressional healthcare
plan. Both parties speak of structuring reimbursgrdéferently for physicians; yet again
disagree on how to do so. Both parties recognigdittancial unsustainability of Medicare and
Medicaid, but are unclear on a new system. Bottiggadesire greater competition, cost
reduction, and greater fiscal accountability andhitooing of health care insurance companies;
how this will be accomplished through federal atedesoversight is contentious. Everyone
agreed that insurance companies clearly have #egriefluence in medical decision-making

than physicians. Simplifying medical care, espégialthe chronically ill patient, and improved
coordination of care was seen as a cost savinguredreventing medical errors is a value both
parties talked about as well as decreasing medpmiating costs. All of this discussion
continues to be couched in the background of amemas federal budget deficit and the current
financial crisis, making every decision difficuhcoften partisan.

President Obama spoke during the Summit of ingera@forms and regulating the
insurance market. For the patient, out-of-pockgeeses would be capped and more patients
with pre-existing conditions would be covered. Té¢usild happen as small businesses and
individuals would be part of an “exchange” or largeoup with minimum medical benefits. He
spoke of purchasing insurance across state lingsnbollate competition to lower costs. He
spoke of reducing medical errors and liability refdout he stated he does not support caps on
liability. The President spoke of people who haweoime greater than $200,000 per year helping
to fund the Medicare pool and companies with 75More employees “must pony up.” He
mentioned tax credits to small businesses andesetitoyed individuals to buy into the pool or
exchange. He maintained he was trying to seek camralues and opinions but admitted this
might not be possible.

All of the above is certainlgot all-inclusive of the Health Care Summit discussion and
the subsequent flurry of comments on every newsradlaHowever, three basic questions
continue to appear over and over:




1. Who should be covered?
2. How do we pay for it?
3. How do we rein in escalating health care costs?

| found that the viewer emails on the news statiorise revealing and insightful. Viewers
suggested that Congress should lose their own agegamtil all of this is solved or that

Congress should be covered under the same proplzexhal Plan. Neither of these two
scenarios will happen, but viewers clearly wantethlsides to end posturing, work together, and
stop the inertia.

Where is this all headed and when will it end? fihal bill is passed, apparently the revisions
and amendments begin. At the time of this writingré are many questions and few answers. |
do strongly encourage all of us to email or write Gongress members on a continuing basis,
not just once. And let organized medicine also leegropinions. | am still hopeful that we can
improve our health care system. | know physiciarsrtelligent, thoughtful and concerned
individuals. But one thing we should not be isrsile
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